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Thomas Palmer the charge of the same, we drove them from place
to place to the Sandhills, and so from hill to hill to Hardelot. By
that time our succors were come from the town: so that we were
within the trenches upon the hill fifteen hundred men in square
and five hundred at the passage to keep the same on the other side.
We might also discern all the carts swarm up the hill again
towards Montreuil (which as I guess had never passed Neuf-
Chateau) and might discover five ensigns of footmen coming out
of the wood. Whereupon, being then three o'clock and we four
miles from home; judging by the fires that we saw in the woods
that the Almains were come; and that one of our men did discover
nine ensigns of footmen; and also having empeched the thing
wherefore we came; by the advice of the rest I thought it meet to
return to my charge where I had left Mr. Bridges, Mr. Under
Marshall, the Master of the Ordnance, and Mr. Porter. Assuring
your Majesty that I think that at the retire the horses of the
Frenchmen were well dagged with arrows, and that they were for
one day well afirayed. Albeit when they saw our small power of
horsemen, they might have retired against our will. Wishing to
God that your Majesty, with the surety of your person, had seen
the willing hearts as well of the gentlemen and strangers [foreign
mercenary men at arms] of this town, as also of the poor soldiers.
This day, I think, if the Almains be come, they shall put in their
carts against our will. Yet sent I yesterday for my Lord Grey
with his horsemen; with whom, if he come, we shall devise what is
further to be done. Trusting that the bitterness of this weather
will soon make the enemy weary, and that the Almains shall lose
the intent of their journey by reason of your Majesty's ships, which
shall prevent the French revictualment by Porthill. And as I hear,
they have already taken divers sails laden with herring and coals.
Assuring your Majesty that if we had any number of horsemen
here, and meat for the same, and certain pinnaces that would do
their duty to keep upon this shore, I would hope the revictualling
of this fortress should cost the French King dear.
Beseeching your Majesty that your Council of Boulogne present
at this journey, the Colonels of the Albanois, and Italians, with
the other Captains and Gentlemen of this town, may receive thanks
for their good service. Amongst whom I beseech your Highness to
be good and gracious Lord to this bearer, Mr. Dudley (who for his
towardness and good will to serve hath few fellows in this town);
he also hath a brother in the Old Man,30 a gentleman of as good
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